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A self-taught painter Asa Hiramatsu paintings feature textured, muted surfaces of oil
paint, applied primarily with a palette knife or directly by hand. Through this tactile
process, she constructs tranquil images of simple objects and abstract forms that
float against dreamlike fields of color. Hiramatsu’s works may evoke comparisons to
European surrealists such as René Magritte, yet her imagery arises less from art-his-
torical lineage than from visceral necessity. “These are images I’ve been holding inside
my body since childhood,” she explains. “Painting is a vital act—an attempt to map my
inner existence onto canvas, like exploring a role-playing video game.”

Recurring motifs such as clouds and seesaws populate her compositions. “I always
wanted to be a cloud as a child—I believed they were my friends,” she recalls. To her,
the cloud anchored to the ground carries a sense of reality, while the seesaw becomes
a device for measuring its weight.
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Asa Hiramatsu
Voices, 2025
Oil on canvas
39.4 x 31.6 x 1 in (100 x 80.3 x 2.5 cm)
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Now, 2025
Oil on canvas
8.9 x 8.9 x 0.8 in (22.5 x 22.5 x 2 cm)
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