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BIOGRAPHY

Astrid Köppe’s work is driven by a sustained investigation into drawing as a site of 
ambiguity, perception, and invention. For more than two decades, she has worked 
within a highly disciplined format, creating meticulously rendered images that hover 
between the recognizable and the unknown. Using mechanical pencil and watercolor, 
Köppe constructs biomorphic forms that evoke scientific illustration, industrial design, 
and speculative imagery, yet resist definitive identification. Her drawings invite close 
looking, rewarding viewers with intricate surfaces and visual clues while 
simultaneously withholding clear answers. Through subtle manipulations of shading, 
color, and perspective, she creates convincing yet impossible objects that challenge 
the reliability of observation itself.

Central to Köppe’s practice is an interest in the tension between precision and 
uncertainty. Each composition begins from a carefully envisioned image, rendered 
with technical exactitude, but the resulting forms remain elusive, operating as visual 
riddles that evade categorization. The artist’s use of iridescent pigments and “pretend” 
three-dimensional effects further destabilizes spatial relationships, creating works that 
shift between flatness and depth. In recent years, Köppe has expanded these 
investigations into vitreous enamel on steel, translating the intimate language of her 
drawings into larger, luminous surfaces. Across media, her practice explores how 
images can simultaneously suggest knowledge and mystery, drawing viewers into a 
sustained process of interpretation and imagination.
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Astrid Köppe
Untitled (#76), 2009
Vitreous enamel on steel
59.1 x 55.1 inches (150 x 140cm)
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Astrid Köppe
Untitled (Z21_102), 2021
Watercolor and pencil on paper
11.7 x 8.3 in (29.7 x 21.1 cm)
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