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BIOGRAPHY

Yamashiro has explained that while studying oil painting in art school, she was “afraid 
of the white canvas” and often began each work by covering the surface entirely in 
black. This instinctive approach led her naturally to mezzotint, a printmaking process 
that closely mirrors this method. The technique begins by roughening a copper plate 
to produce a fully black surface; the image then gradually emerges through smoothing 
and burnishing, revealing areas of light.

The medium’s rich blacks, velvety textures, and subtle tonal gradations are especially 
well suited to articulating Yamashiro’s Kafkaesque narratives, which frequently center 
on young girl figures. While the artist acknowledges the influence of French modernist 
Balthus, her protagonists are not presented as passive or voyeuristic subjects. Rather, 
they confront the viewer with a quiet intensity, inviting psychological engagement and 
narrative interpretation.
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