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BIOGRAPHY

Marina Berio is an interdisciplinary artist whose practice moves fluidly between 
photography, drawing, and material experimentation to probe the unstable space 
between presence and absence, intimacy and distance. Working often with historical 
processes such as gum bichromate printing, she treats photography not as a neutral 
tool of documentation but as a porous, bodily medium capable of holding memory, 
ambivalence, and contradiction. In her series Family Matter, she renders scenes of her 
son and his father wrestling using her own blood as pigment, embedding herself —
literally and symbolically—into images from which she is physically absent. Across her 
charcoal negatives and materially charged photographs, Berio embraces inversion, 
shadow, and the liminal “in-between” as generative spaces. Whether transforming 
sunlit landscapes into dark voids or infusing family photographs with visceral 
substances, she approaches image-making as an act of emotional and psychological 
excavation, positioning herself simultaneously as mother, observer, and maker —
present, implicated, and just beyond the frame.

She studied photography, drawing, sculpture, and art history before earning her MFA in 
Photography from Bard College. She has received grants from the John Simon 
Guggenheim Memorial Foundation, the Pollock/Krasner Foundation, and the New York 
Foundation for the Arts, and has been an artist-in-residence at MacDowell, Yaddo, 
and the Millay Colony. Her work was recently featured in a major historical survey on 
materiality in photography at the Bibliothèque Nationale de France, and she has had 
solo exhibitions at Galerie Miranda (Paris), Galería Phuyu (Buenos Aires), Michael 
Steinberg Fine Art (New York), and the OFF Triennale (Hamburg).  Her recent 
project, Ten Photography Lessons for a Dead President, is an artist’s book exploring 
her family history and the incarceration of her relatives—along with 120,000 other 
Japanese Americans—during World War II.
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